190	part IV. The Executive
government, mutual aid, pay, allowances, pensions, clothing ex-
penses and conditions of service of all members of all police forces
within England and Wales, and every police authority shall comply
with the regulations so made." These regulations can only be made
after consultation with the Police Council, a body constituted by the
Act, on which representatives of police authorities and of all ranks
of the police force sit. In 1954 a new form of Police Council was set
up; it is composed of representatives of the official and the staff sides
(on Whitley Council linesx) under an independent chairman; in the
event of disagreement over scales of pay there is provision for
reference to three arbitrators. There is a uniform system of police
pensions throughout the country: Police Pensions Act, 1921. Any
member of the police force who feels aggrieved by the decision of the
local police authority to dismiss him or require him to resign may
appeal to the Home Secretary against such dismissal: Police (Ap-
peals) Act, 1927. The Police (Appeals) Act, 1943, extended the right
to appeal to questions of reduction in rank or rate of pay. In addition
to regulation under the Police Act, 1919, which constitutes a system
of legislation on all points of police administration, the Secretary of
State exercises considerable control through the purse. Since 1856
a grant has been made out of the funds of the Exchequer towards
the police expenses of local authorities, but the payment of this grant
is, by statute, made conditional on the Home Secretary's certificate
that the force is efficient in numbers and discipline. Inspectors of
Constabulary have proved powerful instruments in maintaining
efficiency. As the amount of the grant is one-half of the whole
expenses, it is clear that no local authority can afford to forgo its
certificate of efficiency. Both the Metropolitan and City of London
Police are in receipt of similar grants, the balance of expenditure in
the case of the fonner being contributed by the Councils whose
area is included in the Metropolitan Police District.	-* ***
Amalgama-       The existence of a number of independent police forces has often
Forc°f	keen criticised. With modern means of locomotion criminals need
have no local associations, and on the grounds of efficient adminis-
tration there is much to be said in favour of amalgamations on a large
scale. Many voluntary amalgamations took place before 1939. The
Defence (Amalgamation of Police) Regulations, 1942, made pro-
vision for the compulsory amalgamation of certain police forces as a
war-time measure. Before 1947 the number of separate police forces
was even greater than at present since 47 non-county boroughs had
their own forces. T^JBolice Act, 1946* \vhich merged these borough
forces into the appropriate county force,2 provided for further amalga-
1 P. 178, ante.
8 Except in the case of Cambridge and Peterborough which on population
grounds were treated as county boroughs for police purposes only.

